
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RE Curriculum 

"Love one another. As I have loved you." (John 13.34)  

At St John’s Primary Academy, we strive to follow Jesus’ commandment by 
showing care, respect and friendship to all we meet. This is built on a 
foundation and commitment to educating the whole child through a broad and 
balanced curriculum, fostering children’s aspirations and providing them with 
opportunities to flourish, in body, mind and spirit and to experience the joy 
and hope of "...life in all its fullness" (John 10.10). 

 



 
 
 
 
Vision for R.E 
 
Intent 
Our R.E curriculum at St. John’s aims to develop spiritual children who are understanding of 
the beliefs, values and traditions of different faiths. We encourage empathy, tolerance and 
respect through challenging questions and open discussions. Our R.E curriculum supports 
wider thinking and allows children to embrace the diverse global community. 
 

Implementation 

Engaging and enquiry-based R.E lessons provide opportunity for discussion and debate. 
 
Exciting and practical tasks allow children to explore and demonstrate understanding. 
 
A broad coverage of religions and traditions enables depth of understanding. 
 
A ‘big question’ is asked at the start of every week to provoke wider thinking and debate. 
 
Reflective areas offer children the opportunity to explore their spirituality. 
 
Biblical teaching supports children in their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 
to contribute to the wider community and our local church. 

 
Impact 
Planning – Is there coverage of the key skills and vocabulary? Is progression evident? Is 
there a clear sequence? Are the children being exposed to a spectrum of different religions 
and is the coverage even across the school? Are lessons building on children’s prior learning 
of that particular religion? 
 
Monitoring of planning and books – Does the children’s work in books reflect their 
understanding? Is planning well thought through? Are classes delivering lessons consistently 
so that every child has the same experience? Are children demonstrating a deeper 
knowledge of a religion year on year? 
 
Pupil voice – Do children enjoy R.E? Are they excited by lessons? Are they proud of their 
work? Can they make links between different religions and their concepts? Do they have a 
curiosity to discover more about Religions and people who practice them? Are they learning 
new skills/building on previous learning?  



 
Environment – Is children’s work celebrated? Are key words relevant to the religion being 
covered identifiable in the classroom? Are the displays diverse across school and have a 
clear focus on the aspect being covered in R.E in that term? 
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St. John’s Primary Academy 
 

Overview of the R.E Curriculum 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Reception Theme: 
Special People 
Key Question: 
What makes people 
special? 
Religions: Christianity, 
Judaism 
 
 

Theme: 
Christmas 
Concept: Incarnation 
Key Question: 
What is Christmas? 
Religion: Christianity 

Theme: 
Celebrations 
Key Question: 
How do people 
celebrate? 
Religions: Hinduism 

Theme: 
Easter 
Concept: Salvation 
Key Question: 
What is Easter? 
Religion: Christianity 

Theme: 
Stories 
Key Question: 
What can we learn from 
stories? 
Religions: Christianity, 
Islam, Hinduism,  
Sikhism 
 
 

Theme: 
Special Places 
Key Question: 
What makes places 
special? 
Religions: Christianity, 
Islam, Judaism 

Year 1 Theme: 
Creation Story 
Concept: God/Creation 
Key Question: 
Does God want 
Christians to look after 
the world? 
Religion: Christianity 

 
 
 

Theme: 
Christmas 
Concept: Incarnation 
Key Question: 
What gifts might 
Christians In my town 
have given Jesus if he 
had been born here 
rather than in 
Bethlehem? 
Religion: Christianity 
 

Theme: 
Jesus as a friend 
Concept: Incarnation 
Key Question: 
Was it always easy for 
Jesus to show 
friendship? 
Religion: Christianity 

Theme: 
Easter - Palm Sunday 
Concept: Salvation 
Key Question: 
Why was Jesus 
welcomed like a king or 
celebrity by the crowds 
on Palm Sunday? 
Religion: Christianity 
 

Theme: 
Shabbat 
Key Question: 
Is Shabbat important to 
Jewish children? 
Religion: Judaism 

Theme: 
Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur 
Key Question: 
Are Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom 
Kippur important to 
Jewish children? 
Religion: Judaism 

Year 2 Theme: 
What did Jesus teach? 
Key Question: 
Is it possible to be kind 
to everyone all of the 
time? 
Religion: Christianity 

 

Theme: 
Christmas - Jesus as gift 
from God 
Concept: Incarnation 
Key Question: 
Why do Christians 
believe God gave Jesus 
to the world? 
Religion: Christianity 

Theme: 
Prayer at home 
Key Question: 
Does praying at regular 
intervals help a Muslim 
in his/her everyday life? 
Religion: Islam 

Theme: 
Easter - Resurrection 
Concept: Salvation 
Key Question: 
How important is it to 
Christians that Jesus 
came back to life after 
His crucifixion? 
Religion: Christianity 
 
 

Theme: 
Community and 
Belonging 
Key Question: 
Does going to a Mosque 
give Muslims a sense of 
belonging? 
Religion: Islam 

Theme: 
Hajj 
Key Question: 
Does completing Hajj 
make a person a better 
Muslim? 
Religion: Islam 
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Year 3 Theme: 
The Amrit Ceremony 
and the Khalsa 
Key Question: 
Does joining the Khalsa 
make a person a better 
Sikh? 
Religion: Sikhism 
 

Theme: 
Christmas 
Concept: Incarnation 
Key Question: 
Has Christmas lost its 
true meaning? 
Religion: Christianity 

Theme: 
Jesus’ Miracles 
Concept: Incarnation 
Key Question: 
Could Jesus heal 
people? Were these 
miracles or is there 
some other 
explanation? 
Religion: Christianity 

Theme: 
Easter - Forgiveness 
Concept: Salvation 
Key Question: 
What is ‘good’ about 
Good Friday? 
Religion: Christianity 

Theme: 
Sharing and Community 
Key Question: 
Do Sikhs think it is 
important to share? 
Religion: Sikhism 

Theme: 
Prayer and Worship 
Key Question: 
What is the best way 
for a Sikh to show 
commitment to God? 
Religion: Sikhism 

Year 4 Theme: 
Beliefs and Practices 
Key Question: 
How special is the 
relationship Jews have 
with God? 
Religion: Judaism 

 
 
 

Christmas 
Concept: Incarnation 
Key Question: 
What is the most 
significant part of the 
nativity story for 
Christians today? 
Religion: Christianity 

Theme: 
Passover 
Key Question: 
How important is it for 
Jewish people to do 
what God asks them to 
do? 
Religion: Judaism 

Theme: 
Easter 
Concept: Salvation 
Key Question: 
Is forgiveness always 
possible for Christians? 
Religion: Christianity 

Theme: 
Rites of Passage and 
good 
works 
Key Question: 
What is the best way 
for a Jew to show 
commitment to God? 
Religion: Judaism 

Theme: 
Prayer and Worship 
Key Question: 
Do people need to go to 
church to show they are 
Christians? 
Religion: Christianity 

Year 5 Theme: 
Belief into action 
Key Question: 
How far would a Sikh go 
for his/her religion? 
Religion: Sikhism 

 
 

Theme: 
Christmas 
Concept: Incarnation 
Key Question: 
Is the Christmas story 
true? 
Religion: Christianity 

Theme: 
Beliefs and moral values 
Key Question: 
Are Sikh stories 
important today? 
Religion: Sikhism 

Theme: 
Easter 
Concept: Salvation 
Key Question: 
How significant is it for 
Christians to believe 
God intended Jesus to 
die? 
Religion: Christianity 

Theme: 
Prayer and Worship 
Key Question: 
What is the best way 
for a Sikh to show 
commitment to God? 
Religion: Sikhism 

Theme: 
Beliefs and Practices 
Key Question: 
What is the best way 
for a Christian to show 
commitment to God? 
Religion: Christianity 

Year 6 Theme: 
Beliefs and Practices 
Key Question: 
What is the best way 
for a Muslim to show 
commitment to 
God? 
Religion: Islam 

 
 

Theme: 
Christmas 
Concept: Incarnation 
Key Question: 
How significant is it that 
Mary was Jesus’ 
mother? 
Religion: Christianity 

Theme: 
Beliefs and Meaning 
Concept: Salvation 
Key Question: 
Is anything ever 
eternal? 
Religion: Christianity 

Theme: Easter 
Concept: Gospel 
Key Question: 
Is Christianity still a 
strong religion 2000 
years after Jesus was on 
Earth? 
Religion: Christianity 

Beliefs and moral values 
Key Question: 
Does belief in Akhirah (life after death) help 
Muslims lead good lives? 
Religion: Islam 
Theme: NB: This enquiry is taught in 2 sections over 
the term 

 


