
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early Years  

Foundation Stage 

Curriculum 

"Love one another. As I have loved you." (John 13.34)  

At St John’s Primary Academy, we strive to follow Jesus’ commandment by 
showing care, respect and friendship to all we meet. This is built on a 
foundation and commitment to educating the whole child through a broad and 
balanced curriculum, fostering children’s aspirations and providing them with 
opportunities to flourish, in body, mind and spirit and to experience the joy 
and hope of "...life in all its fullness" (John 10.10). 

 



 
 
 
 
Vision For EYFS 
 

Intent 
We believe in providing all children with a safe, nurturing and stimulating environment that 
builds on each individual’s needs and interests. We provide children with a wide range of 
opportunities to learn through play. We ensure that adult-led learning is fun, engaging and 
suitably challenging. We value the importance of outdoor learning and ensure children have 
a wealth of opportunities to develop their thinking and problem-solving skills. We are 
committed to providing the best possible start for our children and instil a real love of 
learning. Through fun, creative teaching, we aim to actively engage, inspire and enable our 
children to flourish and succeed. 
 

Implementation 
In EYFS there are seven areas of learning. We have a creative approach in delivering all 
aspects of the framework and provide children with a wide range of provision for them to 
explore across the setting. 
 

Communication and Language – Adults model the correct use of language at all times, 
introduce new vocabulary whenever possible, facilitate partner talk and support 
negotiation, planning and organising talk during continuous provision. 
 

Physical Development – There are opportunities for children to develop their fine motor 
control in all areas of continuous provision across the setting. Opportunities for gross motor 
control in the setting helps children develop their spatial awareness, balancing and climbing 
skills as well as managing risks safely. In Reception the children have two P.E. sessions per 
week which facilitates the development of gross motor skills but also exposes children to 
good health and hygiene practices and independence in dressing and undressing. 
 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development – Through circle time, adult-led sessions and 
continuous provision we encourage our children to be independent, resilient, explore and 
discuss feelings and emotions and build a positive growth mindset. 
 

Literacy – In EYFS we strive to instil a love of reading. We have daily stories, a focus text 
each week, support individual reading with strong home links and visit the library weekly. 
Phonics sessions are delivered daily to build the foundations for reading and writing. There 
are opportunities for writing in all areas of continuous provision across the setting in 
addition to focused adult-led group sessions. 
 

Mathematics – We have daily mathematics sessions to develop and embed early number 
skills through practical activities using concrete apparatus. We constantly strive to promote 
the use of mathematical language and early reasoning skills at every opportunity during 
continuous provision as well as adult-led teaching. 



 

Understanding the World – Through a wide range of supported activities and through play 
we encourage our children to show care for our environment, respect all living things, 
respect the beliefs of others whilst learning about a range of cultures. 
 

Expressive Arts and Design – We plan a range of opportunities for children to explore and 
be imaginative through dance, role-play and music. During continuous provision, children 
have open access to a wide range of media and materials to allow them to use their 
imagination and demonstrate their creativity. 
 

Religious Education – We deliver weekly R.E. sessions and daily collective worship which 
encourages the children to ask questions and take part in discussions about religious stories 
and teachings from the Bible. 
 

Forest School – We plan regular opportunities for children to access the forest area in order 
to improve physical fitness, build confidence and independence, develop respect and care 
for living things, interact and build relationships with peers (team work) and allowing 
exposure to manageable risks. 
 

Parent Partnership – In EYFS we have an open-door policy and always make time to speak 
to parents as necessary. We have daily stay and play sessions, celebration assemblies, a 
nursery teddy bears picnic, class assemblies, sports day, Christmas performances and 
parents’ meetings. We also plan regular opportunities for parents to look at their children’s 
learning journeys. 
 

Impact 
We will judge the success of our curriculum in the following ways: 
 

Pupil voice – What do the children enjoy? What are their interests? What do they want to 
learn about? 
 

Planning – Does the planning provide challenge? Is there full curriculum coverage?  
 

Monitoring progress – Regular moderation of learning journeys, writing books, observations 
and termly tracking – are all children making good progress? 
 

Data – Is year group attainment in line with or better than the national average? 
 

Learning walks – Is challenge provided in all areas of continuous provision? Are there 
opportunities to write, investigate number, develop language skills etc.? Is the value of 
reading promoted? Are adults able to take children’s learning forward through intervention 
and questioning as necessary? 
 

Environment and provision – Is the environment well presented? Does it support learning? 
Are there high-quality play opportunities to move children’s learning forward in all areas of 
the curriculum? 
 

Governor links – Termly meetings to monitor action plans and data 

 
 



We believe in providing all children with a safe, nurturing and stimulating environment that builds on each individual’s needs and interests. We provide children with a wide 
range of opportunities to learn through play. We ensure that adult-led learning is fun, engaging and suitably challenging. We value the importance of outdoor learning and 
ensure children have a wealth of opportunities to develop their thinking and problem-solving skills. We are committed to providing the best possible start for our children 
and instil a real love of learning. Through fun, creative teaching, we aim to actively engage, inspire and enable our children to flourish and succeed. 

St. John’s Primary Academy 
 

Overview of the EYFS Curriculum 
 

Autumn 1 
Themes 

Autumn 2 
Themes 

Spring 1 
Themes 

Spring 2 
Themes 

Summer 1 
Themes 

Summer 2 
Themes 

1.Minibeasts 

 
Baseline Assessments 

Snails (non-fiction)       

The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar 

Why are bees 

important? 

 

Into the woods 

 
Owl Babies 

Goldilocks and the 

Three Bears 

The Gruffalo 

Where’s My Teddy? 

Leaf Man 
 

Christmas 

1.Pole to Pole  

 
The Emperor’s Egg 

Lost and Found/Hiku 

Polar Facts 

Traditional 

stories 

 
Little Red Riding 

Hood 

Jack and the 

beanstalk 

The three little pigs 

The three billy goats 

gruff 

The gingerbread man 

The little red hen 
 

 

1.Paws, claws 

and whiskers  

 
Farmyard Hullabaloo 

The Great Pet Sale 

Rumble in the Jungle 
 

 
 

All at sea 
Tiddler 

Clumsy Crab 

Monty the Manatee 

The Rainbow Fish 

Sharing a Shell 

The Singing Mermaid 

Pirate Pete 

2.Superveggies 

 
Supertato 

Oliver’s Vegetables                   

The Enormous Turnip 

Handa’s Surprise 

2.People who 

help us 

 
Doctors (Daisy the 

doctor) 

Firefighters (Non-

Fiction) 

Police (What the 

ladybird heard) 

 

 

2.Life Cycles 

 
Tadpole’s 

Promise/Growing 

Frogs 

Where do chicks 

come from? 

 
 

 


